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The Virgin of Chartres

WE must take ten minutes to accustom our eyes
to the light, and we had better use them to seek
the reason why we come to Chartres rather than
to Rheims or Amiens or Bourges, for the cathedral
that fills our ideal The truth is, there are several
reasons; there generally are, for doing the things
we like; and after you have studied Chartres
to the ground, and got your reasons settled, you
will never find an antiquarian to agree with you;
the architects will probably listen to you with
contempt; and even these excellent priests,
whose kindness is great, whose patience is
heavenly, and whose good opinion you would so
gladly gain, will turn from you in pain, if not
with horror. The Gothic is singular in this;
one seems easily at home in the Renaissance;
one is not top strange in the Byzantine; as for
the Roman, it is ourselves; and we could walk
blindfolded through every chink and cranny of
the Greek mind; all these styles seem modern,
when we come close to them; but the Gothic
gets away. No two men think alike about it,
and no woman agrees with either man* The
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